Nov 6, 1995

Dear Splish and Splash,

You would heard directly from the Johnsons that they had a

conversation with Gail while they were here. Your letter didn’t arrive until 10 days later. Unfortunately, it was just a phone call and we didn’t see them.

You is one lucky couple. About 10 years ago my Mother was passenger on a superhighway when a gigantic truck decided to switch into the right lane which was occupied by her car. The car was squashed against the wall and she ended up in a hospital in New Mexico for a month.

Two weeks ago we were on one of our coury1ry road rambles, where we drive somewhere, park and stroll for an hour or so. And what did pass? But a farm with wild turkeys and another with deer… sound like PA to you? Today, weather permitting we (when I saw we it always includes the Whites - we are like one family and see each other every weekend) plan on walking from Kariotahi beach to Whites house...about 10 km.

Just had our annual gathering at Aldersons’ last night for Guy Fawkes bonfire and fireworks. No sky rockets anymore so seemed a bit boring in comparison to previous years. But with children aged 8 to 11 it was still fun and exciting. Same four families have been coming since ‘89, with an extra family once in awhile. I imagine when NZ becomes a republic there will no need to celebrate Guy Fawkes. Queen is here to attend Commonwealth Heads of Government meeting. She flew on a public airplane to get here (a first, saving we taxpayers a million dollars) and where ever she goes there are only a handful to greet her instead of the thousands encountered on her last visit. Long live the Queen, the Queen is dead.

I am happy to report that the Action party has regained control of the Papakura Council and the new $5 million council building that the other party was planning to build is now in the dustbin. Our rates only went up 1.9% this year, but as I said before rates have been stable for the past 10 years. Just to give you a comparison, we pay $746/yr rates to local council and that amount includes rubbish removal.

Always get tired out reading about your travels. You two are so amazing. We need to rest up and only do these major migrations once every five years or so. Beginning to make plans for 1997. Hoping that it will just be Gail and me sans kids, so we can be more flexible, less intrusive on hosts and of course, cheaper. And we will try to spend 3 months instead of just one. Probably buy a car and meander as you are so fond of doing. Early days yet and many options... so not getting too excited about anything yet.

