1996

Dear T’s,

First letter of the New Year. Enjoyed the birthday card. That Gary Larsen is a sick man. How does he come up with so many funny situations. I can only do a couple cards a year. We’d like to make the most of our “early” years as you suggest. Would have loved to go surfing today, but too tired. Invited to a birthday party tonight and I am not going; Gail may or may not. Just can’t do all the fun things anymore; have to have a rest day once in awhile. Still a few good days left ahead, so I try not to get depressed.

We got your letter with news about the Johnsons possible phone call a few days after they called. So we weren’t forewarned. Gail took the call and she gets totally flustered (especially with phone calls) when hit with the unexpected. So I don’t think there had been much of a conversation and, she never thought about asking where they were and for how long and could we get together etc... Not the first time this has happened. Too bad, maybe we could have had a bridge game. Would have loved to show them around our patch, too. Could have used an injection of something new and different into our current rut.

I don’t think we will be around for my birthday in ‘97. Our initial plan builds around taking a term or two off, that would be April to July or Apr to Sep or July to Sept. My father will be 75 in Aug that year, so we are planning to be in MN then. My mom’s birthday is in June. However, anything can still happen, so who knows, maybe Texas in Oct. Gail missed out on Austin in 1990, so maybe we will try to visit her aunt. My cousin just ended his Jakarta stint and is settling back into Dallas.

I find that I can only cope with so much, so planning a 1997 trip is still on list, way at bottom. Right now I try to get through one day at a time. We made it through Christmas. Now I try to get something done on the house and yard over the next week or so. Then we will be off camping for a week. Get back from that and its back to school. Not as bad as it sounds, we’ll get off surfing a few times and still a few people that we want to visit with yet this summer.

Latest that I have heard from Hoffsis, is that if they do come to NZ it would be late Feb or early March. And then it will be a pre-booked tour package of two weeks in the South Island. So no adventures with them. Hopefully they can spend a day/night with us for some walks down memory lane. Christchurch now has an international airport,, so it could be possible that they would never even get close, and we may have to settle for a phone call.

