JUNIOR MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENTAL MEETING
20 Sept 1979

The meeting was attended by all members aside from Mr. Sinclair who was at a course. A check was made on the progress of those classes following the main syllabus. It appears that most classes are along satisfactory progress. We decided which units should be completed before the exams and their order of importance.

There was a discussion on the teaching of integers, which has always been a weak spot. We seem to be in agreement that the current idea of using signed numbers only confuses the issue and that it would be beneficial if we adopted a common approach. Several methods were then presented by Mrs. Hunt, Mrs. Cargill and Mr. Malecek. A summary of these together with a list of behavioural objectives is to be drawn up, and will be made available to the teachers.

FORM THREE EXAM

It was decided that it would be the same as last year with 80% common to all classes. A section C will be used to allow for the different texts and abilities of the students. Miss Mitchell is to convene the teachers of Patterns I and they will make up a common section C. Mrs. Hunt prefers to make her own. Miss McBride will do one for her two classes and Mr. Malecek for 3H and 3T.

A list of common weaknesses from the evidence of previous exams was given to the teachers and discussed.

FORM FOUR EXAM:

This paper is to be completely revamped. It will be 100% common to the seven classes using the Patterns 2 text. The intention is that it will be set out in the same format as the School Cert paper. Mrs. Smith will be setting the exam for 4R, 40 and 4S.

   Finally, most teachers have found the trigonometry chapter in Patterns 2 to be useless and by in large too difficult for an average fourth former. With this in mind a list of behavioural objectives was given out to interested teachers. We discussed and agreed upon the approach and terminology we will use. Then Mr. Malecek and Mrs. Cargill presented units which they have used successfully. These are currently being circulated for comments. From these a complete unit will be compiled and used by all classes.

